A TWENTIETH-CENTURY COMMONWEALTH

As countries of the Commonwealth such as Malaya come closer
to independence their affairs would tend to be handled to a pro-
gressively larger extent by the Office for Asian Affairs.

The newr Office might in due course be joined by an Office for
African Affairs. There it would be well for speculation to stop.

TERMS AND TITLES

In all these developments, the question of titles and terminology
is important. The title Dominion is apt enough for Canada,
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, and potentially for New-
foundland and Southern Rhodesia, perhaps for others. Despite its
literal meaning and derivation, it has been applied long enough to
those first four for it to have acquired an implication of national
independence combined with common loyalty which suits well the
peculiar status of the grown-up 'colonies of settlement*. But the in-
dependence which it signifies is filial, and the loyalty a family
loyalty. It never suited Ireland, as a Mother Country, for whom
Dominion status carried a stigma of inferiority. It will not do per-
manently for countries of different culture and race, like India,
Pakistan, or even Malaya or Ceylon. Lack of any suitable ter-
minology to describe relationship to the British Commonwealth
may even be of critical importance in deciding whether India or
Pakistan, or later aspirants to independence, becomes 'foreign5.

Dominion status is to-day meaningless. The status of the Domi-
nions is that of independent sovereign States; one does not need a
special name for the status of France or Belgium. To give India
'Dominion status' has been to give her independence. It was strange
that for a dozen years politicians who were ready to promise the
first boggled at offering the second. There will be talk in the future
of Dominion status for the West Indies or Malta or some other de-
pendency. Either this means independence or it means something
less than the status of the established Dominions; so the phrase is
either redundant or meaningless. Let the older Dominions remain
so-called as long as they wish, and in due course let others who de-
sire it be allowed 5 if fitting, to use that title. But for them there is
no problem of status; they are equal in status with the United
Kingdom and therefore with any sovereign State.